
 

 

 

 

TEN HOUR SETTLEMENT TRIAL AGREEMENT 
 

The parties agree that FIRST COURT will conduct a ten hour Settlement  Trial for ______ & 

_____ (“CLIENTS”) in the ____ v _______ matter, on the following terms: 

A.  DATE, TIME & LOCATION  The Settlement Trial will take place on [date] 2014 

from 8:00 am until 6:00 pm., at a location in the ____ metro area to be arranged by and 

paid for by First Court.    

B.  ARBITRATOR  The parties will select a mutually agreeable arbitrator under the 

Uniform Arbitration Act [citation] no later than [date, 2014].  The ARBITRATOR will 

resolve all disputes under this agreement.    

C.  JURORS   

1. The Settlement Trial will consist of 12 - 14 jurors, recruited and compensated by First 

Court. The parties understand that First Court cannot compel jurors to participate, and so 

the exact number of jurors will be determined on the date of trial.   

 

2. First Court will recruit an initial pool of 20 potential jurors. A strong effort will be made 

to recruit only jurors from ___ County, and the 20 potential jurors will mirror the 

demographics of  ____ County in terms of Age, Race, Education and Work Experience.   

 

3. The jurors will each answer, in front of a camcorder, First Court’s standard background 

questions and three additional non-conditioning questions from each party. First Court 

will record these answers, and provide the video of the potential jurors to  CLIENTS for 

their analysis. You must provide your five questions 21 days prior to your trial date. 

 

4. At a mutually agreeable time approximately one week prior to the ten hour Settlement 

Trial First Court will setup a pre-trial conference call with the parties for the purpose of 

final jury selection. ARBITRATOR will consider arguments to remove any potential 

juror for cause. Each side will then have three peremptory strikes, beginning with 

Plaintiff.  

 

5. Each party agrees to have no contact of any kind with any of the jurors prior to trial. 

 

6. First Court will take reasonable steps to encourage each of the selected jurors to actually 

participate in the Settlement Trial.  However, the parties acknowledge that all of the 

selected jurors may not show up, and specifically agree to continue the trial with 

whatever number of jurors appears for jury duty at the designated time and place. 



D.  PRE-TRIAL PROCEDURE  Fourteen calendar days before the Settlement Trial, each 

CLIENT will provide opposing counsel, First Court and the ARBITRATOR with everything 

to be presented at trial, including:  all exhibits, power points, video, witness summaries and 

stipulations, a detailed outline of all topics to be covered with live witnesses (except cross); 

an order of witnesses, a verdict form;  abbreviated jury instructions (limit 300 words); and all 

proposed feedback questions for the jury. Sanctions may be applied for missing this deadline. 

CLIENT agrees to discuss any concerns raised by these materials with opposing counsel and 

make a good faith effort to resolve any disagreements without involving the ARBITRATOR.   

ARBITRATOR will schedule a pre-trial conference to discuss this material with CLIENT 

and to consider any objections.  CLIENT agrees to pay a Losing Objection Fee of $100 

whenever they lose an objection at the pre-trial conference. 

E.  TRIAL PROCEDURE   

7. First Court will provide a Vulcan Interactive jury feedback system, a podium, a 

projector, an Elmo, an easel and a sound system for the courtroom.  CLIENTS agree 

to bring their own back up projector and a laptop. CLIENT will be responsible for 

projecting their own digital files to the jury. 

 

8. The courtroom will be equipped with a timer plainly visible to counsel. The following 

limits will be strictly enforced for each side’s total presentation time, which includes 

openings, direct, cross, objections and closings:  Plaintiff shall have [180] minutes; 

Defendant(s) shall have [120] minutes. 

 

9. CLIENT agrees to pay a Losing Objection Fee of $100 whenever they lose an 

objection at trial. 

F.  FINAL AWARD  The rebuttable presumption of this agreement is that the 

ARBITRATOR will craft a final award consisting of an average of the individual and group 

verdicts. The highest and the lowest Individual Verdicts will not be included in calculating 

this average. The parties agree that the ARBITRATOR may remove unfit jurors from the 

trial, may discount the influence of any juror the ARBITRATOR deems to be unfit, and may 

adjust the final award for any material mistakes of law or fact reflected in the reasoning of 

the jurors. The parties may submit post-trial briefs of up to ten pages (double spaced) 

addressing any concerns they may have with the jurors, the trial process or the verdicts. 

G.  PAYMENT  First Court’s Total Service Fee for the above is $39,000, which includes 

professional time, transportation, facilities, food, technology, jury recruiting, and juror 

stipends. The Total Service Fee also includes a Losing Objection fund of $2,000 

($1,000/side), which will be refunded to the parties after deducting any applicable Losing 

Objection Fees incurred.  

The above does NOT include any compensation for the ARBITRATOR, who will be selected 

and compensated by the parties. The additional cost of hiring First Court as the 

ARBIRTRATOR is $5,000, which would then bring the Total Service Fee to $44,000.  



A non-refundable deposit of $5,000 is required to hold a trial date.  The entire Total Service Fee 

is due 30 days before the date of the Settlement Trial.  The cancellation/re-scheduling fee for this 

Settlement Trial is $15,000 if First Court receives 20 or fewer calendar days notice. 

Dated:    [date], 2014 

 

 

__________________________   __________________________ 

Michael G. Liffrig      

First Court, Inc.     , LLP 
 

 

 

__________________________   __________________________ 

M      

Arbitrator      , LLP 
 


